iCentral Corner ...

Central Baptist Church Since 1836
Volume 5 - August 2017

This is God'’s

D3585 - BB B
DN ==L7I |

FFaRD = IR

TESTIMONY:

KR RS




| 1| iCentralCorner - Vol 5 - Aug 2017

WORDS FROM
THE EDITORS

i & B G

B AR AT o B E FAUNE T8 2K - (FR 5
ZIE > BMRARET S H A LB SR EY) E RS 2
REOE ~ Bt 2@ ~ L EE | REEEETIE T
AT RR AT R, - ARG RES = -

FENERfGES > IKISEE - ERNTEAR - &
ERATEEG XA AV B bk AR T A=
A AR IR R EEE A - HEE
PN ST

EE B o SR e B RS R AR R - A
AHZ ARG > SR o

This is God's world. “The heavens declare the glory of God, and
the sky above proclaims his handiwork.” Psalm 23:1. Through
God's creation, we can see His wonder and love. Hope we all
enjoy the many articles and pictures to reflect God's world in this
current issue.

The most important thing in our whole life is our redemption
through accepting Jesus as our Savior. Recently many brothers
and sisters were baptized in our church and their touching testi-
monies will certainly bring encouragement to us all.

Articles on mission trip and Holy Land visit are worth reading
and enable us to share insights with the authors’real experience.
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Mission
Trip

Two weeks before the first flight, our team had
received news that our one-month mission
trip to a country had been cancelled. With the six
of us Australians still willing to serve anywhere,
we were redirected to another country — a pre-
dominantly Muslim culture with a history and lan-
guage vastly different to what we had prepared
for. God had brought us halfway across the world
to journey with, love and share Jesus to, and be
encouraged by our soon-to-be friends.

their own responses to His love. It was not un-
common for them to experience family rejection
or loss of close friends, yet they still stood firm in
their decision to follow Christ. Their relationship
with God came with material and social sacrifices,
but they were joyful and had passionate, con-
suming hearts to share this amazing love to their
fellow people.

Over the month, we partnered with the local mis-
sion team whom ran a language education centre.
Through their relationships with the students,
they would share the Gospel and then disciple
their new brothers and sisters. Our role was to
teach English classes at universities during the
day, inviting students to the centre, and then run
the centre’s speaking class in the late afternoon.
Throughout all this, we would be intentionally
connecting with them and sharing the Gospel. In
serving, God brought me to a place where | could
only rely on Him. I couldn’t rely on my knowledge
of culture or language as | often would in Austra-
lia; all I could do was sincerely —often awkwardly
and imperfectly — love my new friends from a
heartgrounded in Christ, trusting in His Spirit to
move in their own hearts.

Through my beloved brothers and sisters half-
way across the world, God opened my eyes to

the danger of comfortability here in Australia. In
countries in this area, they had ‘counted the cost’
of following Jesus — which was very apparent and
tangible — and still chose to be in the love of the
greatest person. In Australia, it can be easy to con-
sider the ‘cost’ of following Jesus as so minimal, so
we barely ‘comprehend the breadth and length
and height and depth’ of His love. God loves us so
much and He paid such a price for the forgiveness
of the disgraces against Him. Jesus was humiliat-
ed and tortured because He truly loved the world,
and He calls us to follow Him.

Indeed, the biggest impact and encouragement
for myself was in journeying alongside the local
believers. Living in a collectivist Muslim society
that would shun or heavily discriminate against
local Christian converts, it was amazing to hear

how God had moved in each of their lives and . . o L
Living back in daily life after mission, my prayer

for myself and my family in Christ here in CBC is:
“That our God may make us worthy of His calling
and may fulfil every resolve for good and every
work of faith by His power” (2 Thessalonians 1:11).
Indeed, that like our beloved brothers and sisters
across the world, we may respond to the grace
and love that God tenderly gives to us.
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Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

-

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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Photographer: Dr. Daniel Wong

This one has many many animals,
specifically, the Wildebeests, in the
foreground of the sun-rays. Thus will
also signify how extensive is the area
covered by the morning sun.

Glimpse of Heavenly Glory

Photographer: Winnie Lo
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Connection to Jesus

| grew up in a non-Christian family. My mum and sister are Christians but it didn't affect the way | lived
my life. Having said that, | recall times where | prayed to God at night during tough times hoping He
would fix something in my life. | guess you could say | believed in a God but He was still an unknown
figure to me at the time.

Towards my final years of high school, | thought | had control over my life and believed achieving
things through my own strengths. When | moved down to Sydney last year for Uni, | experienced a pe-
riod of loneliness and often questioned if coming to Sydney was the right decision. | joined up a Chris-
tian group on campus because it was one of the few clubs on campus that were actually free and it was
a way for me to make friends. Little did | know that it was more than just connecting people to others
but connecting people to Jesus. | ended up going through a series of lessons to learn more about Him.
Towards the end, | knew | had to choose to either accept the truth or continue my life the way it was. |
remember praying to God asking Him to show me His light and His presence as | was still undecided.
Then one morning when | woke up, He revealed himself to me by giving me His Spirit. Words cannot
explain the joy | had inside of me. It was like the power of the His Spirit unleashing inside of me...some-
thing out of this world.

Since that day, my life hasn't been the same. Yes, there have been ups and downs but | am continually
reminded that | am loved and adored by Him. He has given me a new purpose and an eternal perspec-
tive on life. Before accepting Jesus in my life, | tried so hard to change the world through my actions. |
thought by doing “good”, | would live a fulfilled life. But deep down, God knew the deepest desires of
my heart and | saw how broken, lost and empty | was. And so, He rescued me and set me free from this
world. Now, | know that His plans for me are far greater than | can ever comprehend. | no longer want
to live for myself, but live a life that honours, serves and praises Him.
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by Joyce Chen

Like most of the others getting baptized today, | grew up in a Christian family, but for most of my life,
God was a concept that | believed in, not a reality. It was only after a period of questioning the Chris-
tian faith that this changed. Until recently, the standards | lived my life were determined by external
influences, like the media, or the “popular” kids. What | saw as desirable and undesirable, what | sought
happiness from, were all dependent on arbitrary standards set by this world. This led to a constant
state of insecurity as my sense of self-worth fluctuated with how | thought | measured up to these
standards. One of the tangible ways this insecurity was manifested in my life was through body image
issues, which over time grew to consume my thoughts, actions, and state of mind. It took me a while to
recognize that this insecurity had spiraled into an addiction to exercise and an unhealthy relationship
with food. It was only at my most hopeless state, after months of trying and failing to get out of this by
my own efforts, that | cried out to God in desperation. After that moment, when | began seeing Him as
a reality, instead of a concept to be “figured out” or “proven’, | gradually experienced the fulfilment | had
been unconsciously looking for by my own efforts.

Throughout this journey, I've experienced and witnessed the inherent emptiness that humans feel
without a purpose for life. | saw my own attempt to fill this emptiness mirrored in others' lives through
different forms, whether it be through material substances like alcohol, or intangible dependencies
such as status and popularity. Because God is no longer a concept to me, my self-worth is grounded by
the sole source of truth. This truth comes from the Bible, which | no longer see as a collection of stories
written by men, but a record of our past and future, reflecting the heart of a creator who desperately
wants His people to know Him. | have found new confidence in the knowledge that my identity and
worth have been secured by a man who lived thousands of years before me, who endured the same
mockery and scorn | once showed towards Him, yet willingly suffered so that | could live a life | did not
earn.
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Children

i . But more than anything else,
&+ K g [E49& v | put God's work first and do
what he wants.

I tell you not to worry about your life. Don't worry about having something to
eat, drink, or wear. Isn't life more than food or clothing? Look at the birds in
the sky! They don't plant or harvest. They don't even store grain in barns. Yet
your Father in heaven takes care of them. Aren't you worth more than birds?

Can worry make you live longer?Why worry about clothes? Look how the wild
flowers grow. They don't work hard to make their clothes. But I tell you that
Solomon with all his wealthwasn't as well clothed as one of them. God gives
such beauty to everything that grows in the fields, even though it is here to-
day and thrown into a fire fomorrow. He will surely do even more for you! Why
do you have such little faith?

Don't worry and ask yourselves, "Will we have anything to eat? Will we have
anything to drink? Will we have any clothes to wear?" Only people who don't
know God are always worrying about such things. Your Father in heaven knows

that you need all of these. But more than anything else, PUT God's work

first and do what he wants. Then the other things will be yours
as well.
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