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encourages us. Bible verses have changed the
lives of many people who in turn change the
course of history.

The Bible is our daily bread and Christians
should read it every day. There are verses that
may touch you in different circumstances. That is
why particular verses are more personally
meaningful to some than to others. In this issue
of the church magazine, members from the three
congregations have shared on their favourite
Bible verses and why they are treasures to them.
You can compare yours with these and
understand how God sows His Word to bear fruit
in the lives of His people.

Pick up your Bible and read it daily. Certainly you
will find something that is interesting and there
will be verses that stay with you for your whole
life.

Also with the recent change of the CBC church
logo, this issue features an article from the
designer.
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Matthew Chapter 20
TY

Sometimes | hear Christians say these things: 'Really stressing out in serving', 'l am taking a break
because | got burnt out in serving' and 'l have given so much and yet got no spiritual return'.

These kind of comments always imply a serious question 'why is it so hard to serve and give it all in

ministry but still would feel happy (not feel like the above)?' — Bt FE BN ATTHEZHER
%7

Recently | read a sermon on the Parable of the workers in the Vineyard which has enlightened me
on this. The scripture is from Matthew chapter 20. This passage has 2 questions and an answer as
the background (they are at the end of chapter 19).

The rich young ruler asks 'What must | do to get eternal life?' Peter asks 'We have left everything to
follow you what then will there be for us?' Jesus says '‘But many who are first will be last and many
who are last will be first'.

This parable often makes me think about fairness, it's not fair for those workers worked 12 hours
and get the same pay as those called in late and only worked for 1 hour, but when | read it in the
above context it seems to give a different picture.

The parable main point is there are 2 types of workers, one is counting the return the other is only
grateful (not counting return). As if I'm in the picture asking the 2 questions : | am after eternal life
and have already given up a lot so what's there for me but yet facing the parable as the answer ,
which type of worker | am .......

It's the last become first meaning they get the blessings but the first become last meaning those
miss out on the blessings while working in the vineyard. So it is all about the motivation and drive in
serving - not that | am doing a service but | am actually gaining a blessing.

As | contemplate on this passage | seem to understand the meaning and yet not understand the
meaning at the same time. | supposed this is the wisdom and power of the Cross. It's completely
beyond my comprehension but | can feel the assurance from God that it's all and mere grace
indeed.

\ GRACE / -
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Verses from the English Bible Study class

Luke 13:18-19 By Daniel

Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall | compare it to? It is
like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a
tree, and the birds perched in its branches.”

This verse is a reminder of how even the smallest actions in life can possibly
change one’s path of life. God planted his seed in us and allows us to grow in faith
and we should do the same. We should plant the seed of God into others and pray
that it will grow. Taking small actions will the change the future; not taking these
small actions will not change anything.

- Deuteronomy 31:8 By Nicky

The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake
you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”

This verse reminds me that God is with me every step of the way no matter what
circumstances we find ourselves in. We just need to trust in God and He will show
the wonderful plan that He has in store for us.

Proverbs 3:5-6 By Sabrina

This verse was an encouragement to me
_ when | didn’t get a chance to do the

and lean not on your own understanding; .

. : : degree that | wanted to do after high

in all your ways submit to him, ) .

and he will make your paths straight. school. It remmde_d me that God is in
control of everything and that we should
continue to trust in Him and the plans
that He has for us.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart

p.8
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- Jeremiah 29:11 By Joyce

For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.

This verse continually reminds me that God is the one in control. Even when
situations may turn out unexpected or challenging we need to remember that God is
continually working in us for the better. We are his children and He will always provide
what He knows is best for us. However, we need to be patient.

- 2 Corinthians 5:16-17 By Nathaniel

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ
in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The
old has gone, the new is here!

Being part of a street ministry over the past year has opened my eyes to see the
people in need who walk by and into our church doors on a weeknight. Apart from
showing Christ-like love and our hearts being renewed in His Spirit, this verse reminds
me to welcome and nurture that same revival of love, hope and forgiveness in others
through the good news of Jesus.

O O
- Matthew 6:25-34 By Kat

“Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body,
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to
your life? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own.

These verses provide comfort to me knowing that God has taken care of
everything; today, tomorrow and in the future. It reminds me that God loves us
so much that in all things He knows about what troubles us, and He cares for us
in ways that we don’t even understand.
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- John 3:30 By James T.
“He must become greater; | must become less.”

Simply putting it, the meaning of life and how it changes when God is with
you and changes you to be like Him. We struggle to do our own thing for
ourselves; the change is doing it for God.

© Q)

John 8:31 By Cecll

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”Add a little bit of body
text

Jesus sets us free from the condemnation and guilt that satan tries to put on us.

By Ruell
- Deuteronomy 10:18 Y

He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among
you, giving them food and clothing.

Personally, this verse shows me how compassionate and loving our God is. Here
we don't need exegesis and hermeneutics to see that God cares for the lowly and
the needy. He is not someone that addresses only the rich and attractive. Who else
opens their arms to all? And what idol shows no partiality? God is greater than
anything; in power, but also in heart. God is so amazing!

3
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My Journey with the Lord

God's Endless Glory ! Matthew Quach

My journey with God and how | came to know Him, acknowledge Him, worship Him and love Him is a lot
like EBAY. EBAY is a website that allows you to buy and sell items on the internet.

So why is my relationship with God like eBay?
This is why my journey with God is like eBay...

When | first heard of eBay | thought it was really unusual for people to buy stuff on the internet when
they could just buy it in a store. And | was almost certain that eBay was a scam, you have to give them
your credit card information before you can buy it and you're not even able to physically feel it and see
what kind of condition your item is in. Someone could easily say that they’re selling you an apple product
for $200 and when it arrives at your doorstep you open it to see a bottle of apple juice...like | mean it's
not like the juice was not an apple product, so technically the buyer wasn’t lying... so what can you do
right! Is that not enough to at least frighten you of the fact that eBay is dodgy?

And | don’t know if you can see the relationship so far but God is a little like that. God asks that we give
ourselves up before actually getting his treasures in heaven. And has anyone seen heaven before? ...is
there a picture on google that’s legitimate? | don’t want the same situation as the apple product to occur!

So there was this one time where | needed this item. It was a cord that my brother and | desperately
needed. So we went looking for the cord in various stores but could not see any shop that sold the cord.
And so we started getting impatient and so | decided to look on eBay. So | was searching and found the
cord and | went to buy it. And this is the first time I've ever bought something online so | was being
extremely careful of what | was doing. | gave my credit card details and then | waited, until after 2 days it
arrived! | was over the moon, like we finally got what we were asking for and | was celebrating and just
so thrilled!

And that was exactly like my relationship with God. There was a time that | desperately needed a certain
outcome and | searched many various ways to obtain it but it didn’t happen. | couldn’t find anything that
could help me so | was desperate and | would try anything. And so | went to God and | asked Him to
answer this one prayer, and the thing is that when | woke up the next morning He had already answered
it!

The prayer was asking God to help me not get in trouble from my parents. | was out in the city after
church having dinner and | was like 16 at the time so | was fairly young and | got home quite late like
12:30. So | was praying to God like don’t make my parents yell at me or something or take my privileges
away from me even though | didn’t have any privileges. And He answered that.

| would say that after God answered this prayer of mine, | officially became a Christian.

p.11



My Journey with the Lord

So after this situation came a great time for me, it was a time of spending and joy. After | bought that
item on eBay | continued to shop and | would look at the most useless items! | was looking up houses
and cars... and I'm a uni student! | don’t have any money but | didn’t care, | just wanted to use eBay
and shop around!

And so the same happened with God, | would constantly talk to Him to answer my prayers and do all
these great things for me! | once prayed to Him and this was during dinner time where | was with a
friend and | asked Him that He would give me the wisdom in choosing a good dish to order... Can’t
remember quite correctly but I'm pretty sure it was a good dish! But that wasn’t even the pinnacle of
God’s power in answering our prayers! He blessed me abundantly with all these things | didn’t even
ask for! And the analogy | want to use again is of eBay. So for eBay, once you shop around for a bit
and have bought a few...dozen items they do something special for you! So they give you these codes
and what the code does is that it gives you discounts on your next purchase. | don’t know about you
but I like some good discounts, and so what happened was | got this discount and it said $20 off your
next purchase. So again, poor uni student here having no money, you know | invested good time in
finding a good item. | made sure | bought an item costing $20, not $19 or $21 but $20! So | didn't
spend all my time on finding this item, maybe like 4 days straight. Eventually | found the item and so |
was preparing to check out as you do, and | typed in the code and then proceeded to my payment.
And something happened...there was an error.

This was a very sad time for me, I'm quite embarrassed of how sad | actually got. The thing was, it
wasn’t an error with the item, or internet connection or low battery on my laptop. It was an error with
the discount code. See, the thing was, the code had already expired. And the bad thing about the
code expiring is this: if there was an error with the item itself, | could look for a new one, but | would
still eventually get an item; if the error was with internet connection or low battery, | could just wait a
bit; but if the code expired, | wouldn’t be able to get my item! | would have to pay for it and it wouldn’t
be free!

And this is the part where my relationship with eBay goes in another direction to my relationship with
God. Unlike eBay, God doesn’t expire, unlike eBay, there’s never an error in God and unlike eBay,
GOD’S DISCOUNT CODE IS 100% OFF! You don't have to pay anything to get what God has to offer.
You don’t need to go on a week long journey to find that perfect item! That perfect item is God. And
the best thing is that God is always available! You don’'t need Wi-Fi or 4G to access Him. He’s always
there.

My life is not perfect, I've hit low points. There was a time in my life where | was just frustrated with
where God had placed me and | felt as though He had abandoned me. | was at a point where | felt
that the people that | thought accepted me were actually against me, and the ones who were
supposed to be the “good guys,” were really not who they were. | was angry because | knew that |
loved God, and | knew that God loved me, so why was He making me feel so much pain and
suffering. And the thing is our eyes and minds are so limited; And the thing is our eyes and minds are
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My Journey with the Lord

so limited; how do we expect ourselves to see the bigger picture of God’s plan - when we struggle to
see a sign 20m ahead of us, compared to the eyes that belong to a being that is able to create all by
just speaking. There’s a passage in Psalm 42 and it says: “My bones suffer mortal agony as my foes
taunt me, saying to me all day long, ‘Where is your God?’ Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so
disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for | will yet praise Him, my saviour and my God.” During
the lowest of times, the worse of scenarios and when everything begins to fall and change for the
worse, there is always one thing that stays constant...and that is God! And so | will continue to
praise Him, for He is able to immeasurably more than all we ask and imagine.

[Wur&uﬁ
Aqe 9
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My Journey with the Lord

How God comes into my life Chris Yip

My name is Chris Yip. I'm 16 years old, currently studying at Newtown High School of the Performing
Arts. I'm really excited to share with you my testimony and how God came into my life. As | hope
that it'll encourage you to place your faith in God’s hands and realise that it is just amazing to have
God in your life.

Before | came to Central Baptist Church, | attended The Salvation Army, Hurstville. Around the ages
of 6-8 years old...I don’t remember exactly how old but | remember | was quite little. | was that one
hyperactive kid you'd see running, screaming around the church playing hide and go seek tips. And
during that time | didn’t know God personally. I'd learn about him, attend Sunday school...but God
wasn’t part of my life yet, it was just another fairy-tale told to me. Around 2012, something happened
at the Salvation Army, and my mum decided that we’re going to move to a different church, the
church our auntie goes to which is Central Baptist Church. And during that time...I was furious...I
was frustrated because I'd never get to see my friends ever again and | feel like | wouldn’t fit in with
this new church. Begging, crying and arguing to my parents for me to stay at this church. My mindset
was all about making friends being the centre of attention...and not on God.

Coming into CBC, | was nervous...| wasn’t that outgoing and energetic guy you see now. | was
really shy for the first time coming into BLAZE. | didn’t know anyone. Walking into the room, | sat on
the side where the chairs were stacked and saw two groups on either side of the room....a group of
guys in a circle having a conversation....and a group of girls having a conversation. Then you have
me...just sitting there, speechless. On that day, | had my first bible study... Back at my old church,
we never had actual study books for us to write in and answer questions. It was more of a, flick to
this part of the bible and think what this passage is talking about. But when doing bible studies at
Blaze, | got a clearer and better understanding on who God was, and made me interested in wanting
to know more.

After seeing many people get baptised, the idea of wanting to get baptised has been in my head for
quite some time. But there were things which bugged me in life preventing me in making that choice
due to the guilt and shame that | have for the sins I've committed in the past. | could never forgive
myself or | was just frightened to ask God to forgive me because | felt really bad. There were a few
major things which I felt really guilty for....and during this time | didn’t blame God if He punished

me. .

1) | swear a lot than usual...at church | wouldn’t swear at all....but at school and at home...it's a
completely different story. Every now and then, when | talk at school and at home, | manage to slip in
a large amount of abusive and swearing adjectives in my everyday language. Usually it'll be like: Oh
yeah I'm really excited for Jurassic World! | can’t wait....but now it's like...I can't f..ing wait for
Jurassic...F..ing World...I'm so...f..ing exited etc. When reflecting, | realised that swearing serves no
purpose. Literally it does nothing except to create a bad character and reputation.
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My Journey with the Lord

2) I'm a compulsive liar...on many occasions | would lie on a regular basis....it could be just me telling
my mum that | did my homework saying that I've completed it or lying that | didn't eat the last Tim Tam
in the fridge and didn’t chuck the wrapper. But the thing is | would lie about big things to prevent
myself getting into trouble. And many times | wouldn't notice myself lying until after 5 minutes later
realising that | just lied, meaning | just believed what | lied about...believing it was true. But in
reality...it was a lie made up by myself.

3) I'm a thief...It first started during Years 5 -6 in Primary School when | was jealous that other people
had great food from the canteen... and all | had was a dull sandwich. | decided to steal change from
my dad’s work jeans and eventually bought like burgers that costed 5 dollars. Eventually | was caught
in the act, and my dad told me not to do it again. | wasn'’t satisfied and | continued to steal, but not
from my dad’s jeans, now it's stealing from my mum’s wallet....around 5 dollars a week....and yet | got
still caught and they told me to stop. However, during Years 8- 9 | had a plan in which no one ever
caught me stealing....not even my parents know...until today. | had an English tutor who would
usually go overtime in her classes. The lessons cost 30 dollars an hour and she tends to forget to
collect our fees. The first time | actually forgot, but then that's when the idea came up. The idea was to
steal money through tuition fees. | knew | couldn't do it every week...so it was pay 2 weeks, take 1
week, and this process went on for many years. People would ask me, Oh Chris where do you get so
much money from? So | lied saying it was Chinese New Year money saved up, birthday money saved
up...or even allowance saved up. Every now and then when | look at my movie collection or objects in
my house...I'd always remember which products were bought with stolen money and which weren’t.
So | stopped....I felt so dishonest, and guilty and | realised it was the wrong thing. | shouldn't steal in
the first place and felt really guilty for cheating on my tutor and my parents.

4) This may be hilarious for some, and some may debate that this isn’t a sin. | didn’t know what this
was until late Year 9 of high school. People in high school made fun of me as | didn’t know what
masturbation was and asked people and they’d laugh. | was too scared to search it up on the internet
as | thought it was something really bad or inappropriate. It got to the point where people started
spreading “Oh...Chris doesn’'t masturbate etc.” And | felt really embarrassed. So | asked a friend and
he told me what it was...and | did it...I just went on ahead and did it...And all the embarrassment was
gone...however after that one time, | was latched onto this addiction. Many people said it's normal to
get yourself attached to masturbation and pornography. Although it was rare for me to masturbate to
pornography, | feel tempted to do it even when | say | want to quit. | feel really guilty about it, although
the bible doesn’t clearly mention about masturbation being a sin. | still feel really bad doing and feel
like its disrespecting God.

What motivated me to know Christ? So at the end of the day, what made me decide to get baptised on
this very morning? What motivated me to share my testimony?
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My Journey with the Lord

At Youth Getaway 2015, our speaker Mark Costa on the third talk, shared the story of Peter and
how he rejected Jesus Christ three times. And during this talk, | was thinking...yes I've heard this
story over and over again. And thought | was going to get nothing new out of it...until, he told us to
spend some time to think about our guilt and regrets ....and place our feet in Peter’s shoes...how
regretful he would’ve felt to reject Him.

And all the guilt | mentioned earlier flashed at me within a few seconds before communion. | shed a
tear and wanted to spend my life with God, but I didn't want to get baptised because | felt guilty, so |
talked to one of leaders in BLAZE, Gavin that night. It was around midnight and it was him and me
casually talking and | shared my thoughts on the talk that Mark shared...and told him | was heavily
impacted. | shared with him my struggles and how that was restricting me from wanting to get
baptised. | was crying so much...not only was | crying because | felt guilty and crying for
forgiveness...| cried because | felt so happy that | could finally share to someone about my guilt and
struggles that bothered me. It was from that talk that made me say, | love you Jesus, You are my
saviour. | believe that You died on the cross and resurrected. | want to spend the rest of my life with
You. Although I still struggle with these things | mentioned earlier, | know that | can’t do this alone
and | need Jesus in my life.
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My Journey with the Lord

How I am saved by God Matthew Abdelahad

| was raised in a family of five; Dad was brought up in the Syrian Catholic Church in Cairo and
Melbourne and made us do the Catholic sacraments for what seemed to be tradition's sake - he
didn't take us to Church or raise us to be educated about the Bible. When asked about our family's
religious identity we would either respond “Christian” or “non-religious”.

Doctors and teachers had mentioned that | was a particularly intellectually gifted child so my
parents were gung-ho on raising me for academic success, but as much as I liked to think | was
smarter than everyone else, | really didn't like all the responsibility associated with such a status.

| usually comforted myself with the somewhat nihilistic philosophy that there's no point for effort in
life, we all die in the end so if | can't be bothered doing something, then stuff it.

Instead of doing my school work, | got into fights, spent afternoons at the skate park and played
with girls - | racked up six high-school suspensions and failed year ten twice. After a particularly
rebellious scheme of mine which | dare not utter, my high school principal told me how hopeless
my opportunities in life would be if there were an expulsion on my record so he told me to leave
school or else he'll expel me.

In my mid-to-late teens our household seemed to be a minefield - my brother and | couldn't hold
down a job, Dad was always home late from work, Mum was stressed and the entire family were at
each others’ necks. My older brother and | had a big fight, so unfortunately we still aren't talking
which really sucks.

| got fired from each job | attained shortly after being recruited; | spent a few years just playing
heavy metal, chasing gigs and chasing girls — not much has changed there; | was never a drinker
until after | started taking drugs at 19 to try break the routine of my life. The next thing | knew my
parents split up. Mum couldn't support me and | didn't want to live with Dad either because he felt
like a stranger so | was temporarily homeless. | made new friends in the heavy metal scene and
slept on their couches.

When | started living in a share house | began taking harder drugs, dealing drugs and dabbling in
witchcraft. | was such a selfish wreck. | left the lounge room covered in empties and | couldn't do
my laundry so | got kicked out and slept where ever the party led me. After this continued for a
while, | cracked - God used these weaknesses of mine to show me that he was the only one worth
counting on.

My helplessness in God's presence fostered my decision to commit my life to Him, seek His word,
His people, follow His plan and allow Him to make a hard change to my life.
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My Journey with the Lord

This change led me to recognise something beyond how | was a useless, direction-less leech on
the family and society that didn't work out for me - but how | and the whole world had irreverently
disobeyed and offended God who is perfect, holy and just. I'm kind of relieved that | was right in my
original conviction that the world and its people really are stupid and wicked but now that conviction
has meaning and purpose.

Although I'm still learning how to effectively fulfil my roles in society and family, | not only have a
higher hope in glorifying God in these matters but also a hope that lies in His eternal grace.

All'in all, I am thankful that God is who He is - that He eternally exists as the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit - and that the Son, Jesus Christ, suffered death by crucifixion on our behalf

and defeated death, granting us peace with the Father and eternal life for those who believe and
confess that He is Lord and Saviour.
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New CBC Logo

central

BAPTIST CHURCH

Anita Tang

What would be eye catching, yet simple?

What would be memorable, yet versatile and
enduring? m

Most importantly, what would encompass Central Ce n-l- ra ,
Baptist’'s themes and vision, whilst not falling into

clichés?

BAPTIST CHURCH

Central Baptist’s vision statement speaks about
building God’s kingdom locally, branching out into the
city, and the rest of the world. And, our church’s
prime position in the heart of the city is a
characteristic that sets us apart.

Therefore, the city skyline silhouette includes our
church as part of the cityscape. The flared-angled Ce n-l- ra,
square form expresses our desire to grow upwards

and outwards, while also creating a point of interest.
Then, at the heart of it all is Jesus and his sacrifice
for us at the cross, represented in the letter "t" of word
Central. The logo is completed with the name of our
church, in two fonts that are clean, simple and
friendly.

BAPTIST CHURCH
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